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Abstract: Tamralipta port was a major port of ancient India, connecting Srilanka, Java, Sumatra, and 
Mayanmar through different trade routes. Tamralipta port emerged as an important centre of trade and 
commerce. It is well known that different geographical characteristics are prerequisites for the rise of any 
natural port. Undoubtedly Tamralipta Port emerged as a major port due to some favourable geographical 
reasons. These favourable characteristics declined over time which ultimately declined the port and left it to 
virtual oblivion.  This paper wants to study the natural geographical reasons behind the rise and fall of 
Tamralipta Port in historical circumstances. 
This study is based on existing studies about the major riverine ports in India and the contemporary 
geographical conditions. Regional histories have been studied to come to the conclusion. 
It is observed that the main reasons behind the decline of Tamralipta port are loss of navigability of 
Rupnarayan River, siltation in the periphery and core, shifting of river channel and non existence of any 
drazing operations. All these factors changed in such a manner over time that the port could not maintain its 
very existence. The experience about the rise and fall of a riverine port like Tamralipta can be a precursor on 
the discussion about the existence of other major port in contemporary world. This study will help the 
planners in this respect to properly formulate plans for the sustainability of the major riverine port. 
Key words: rise and fall of natural port, geographical factors, navigability, siltation, harbour, shifting of river 
course, time, drazing, trade and commerce. 
Introduction: 
 Rise and fall of a port depends on the geographical 
conditions. Ancient Tamralipta port was one of the 
important port  of the eastern India and trade take 
place through this port with Srilanka, Java, 
Sumatra, Myanmar, etc.During this time 
Tamralipta port was an important centre of trade 
and commerce of eastern India. Tamralipta port 
was connected with different countries through 
various trade routes
5
. Geographical conditions of 
natural port formation are changes due to changes 
of time, consequently the favourable natural pre 
conditions of port formation was decline  at 
Tamralipta port and consequently the port was 
abolished and now historical Tamralipta port are 
disappear from memory. 
Study area: 
Tamralipta word comes from two Sanskrit words 
‘Tamra’ and ‘Lipta’ meaning full of copper. 
According to the folklore concept the word 
Tamralipta come from the king Tamradhwaja 
(meaning the king with copper flag/symbol) name 
who was the king of Mayura-Dhwaja (Peacock) 
dynasty. Location suitability of Tamralipta port 
was the very good, eastern side river Rupnarayan 
and western side river Subarnarekha and the port 
was nearer of the Bay of Bengal, where river 
Ganga meet with Bay of Bengal and this site is 
confluence portion of river Ganga. The place 
Geonkhali was nearer portion of the port where 
river Rupnarayan meets with river Hugli. During 
historical time trading take place through this port 
by Uttarapath.The port was connected with 
different parts of ancient India, like Varanasi, 
Rajgriha through land routes
8
. Cotton 
cloths,rice,pearls,glass was exported and gold, 
silver was imported through the Tamralipta port 
,not only that horse was also exported  and 
imported and the horse was exported to the China. 
During the historical time for come to the ancient 
India from China, Japan through sea routes the 
mandatory was that come to the Tamralipta port. 
Hinterland of Tamralipta port was extended up to 
Assam, Bangladesh, Bihar, Uttarpradesh, and 
Orissa
7
. Latitudinal and longitudinal location of the 
port was 22.3⁰N and 87.92⁰E (approximate) and 
average elevation was 7m (approximate) from 
mean sea-level. 
Archaeological excavation process was done by 
Archaeological survey of Indiia in the adjoining 
areas of the port area and terracotta objects, pottery 
and coins are found there.Stratigraphically the area 
reveals the different historical period of different 
dynasty and the area represents the sophisticated 
urban civilization and society was closely relate 
with quality artistic lifestyle. Hiuen Tsang was also 
come to this port and the condition reveals the 
importance of historical Tamralipta port and its 
adjoining urban community’s cultural richness. At 
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Tamralipta port adjoining areas there was 
clusterization of settlement take place according to 
their occupation and specific family relate with 
specific occupation, although the area formerly 
known as sophisticated urbanized area.Malakar 
Para (flower traders), Adhikary Para (Brahmins), 
Metia Para (transport business and timber 
merchants), Dey Para (gold traders), Mathore Para 
(sweepers colony)-this type of caste basis 
occupational homogeneity now also found in the 
area. 
 
Fig: LOCATION OF TAMRALIPTA PORT DURING HISTORICAL TIME 
 
Objectives: 
The major objectives of this work are as-how does 
the geographical factors affecting the rise and fall 
of historical Tamralipta port. 
Methodology: 
The whole process in this paper based on 
qualitative analysis. The study based on the 
existing contemporary geographical conditions of 
ports in the world and ultimately the author comes 
to the conclusion with the help of religion history. 
Discussion: 
Port formation conditions depend on different 
geographical conditions or factors, such as-location 
of harbour, navigability, hinterland, location 
suitability, etc.During historical time at Tamralipta 
port, these above preconditions was prevail. The 
port situated was near the Bay of Bengal and in the 
eastern India this port was big hinterland, 
consequently the Tamralipta port was flourished 
during historical time. Not only that in the 
adjoining areas of the port maximum people was 
rich
9
 and they was include with business, 
consequently Tamralipta port produces as an 
important export and import centre during this 
time. 
But it is a common matter is that geographical 
conditions are not static. The conditions are 
changes due to changes of time. Unfortunately at 
Tamralipta port and its adjoining areas the 
favourable geographical pre-conditions of port 
formation was being started reduces, consequently 
the Tamralipta port was start loss of the 
navigability and consequently the port totally 
abolished. The main causes of the abolition of 
Tamralipta port was-siltation of river, retreat of 
Bay of Bengal, changes of river course of river 
Brahmaputra and Hugli and their tributaries, 
reduces the hinterland, emergence the substitute 
port, political and social factors
13
. Unfortunately 
during this time no drazing system was prevailing 
for controlling the siltation process in the port area. 
History told that the Tamralipta port was start 
reduces the importance and shifting the natural 
harbour from Pal and Sen period due to process of 
siltation and emergence of Saptagram in the area 
during Middle age and emergence of Chattagram as 
a natural harbour port at south–east portion of 
Bangladesh
18
 .Chattagram port emergence as a 
substitute port of Tamralipta port. Shallowness of 
river Rupnarayan due to siltation process was the 
major cause of fall of Tamralipta port.Gangetic 
delta at the confluence of river Ganga are produced 
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due to process of siltation of Ganga and it’s 
tributaries is the best example of abolition of 
natural port like Tamralipta, because the port was 
locate near the confluence of Ganga and the 
Gangetic delta are formed due to long term 
depositional process of river near the estuary. 
Not only that changes of the worldwide business 
routes and development of land transport system, 
reduces the importance of Tamralipta port. The 
materials such as-jute cloth, cotton cloth, horse, 
wood, copper, etc.was exchanged through 
Tamralipta port during historical time, but due to 
changes of time demands of these materials are 
going to be reduces, consequently Tamralipta port 
was start loss in business.So, abolition of 
Tamralipta port was a long term process and 
several factors responsible for this. 
Conclusion: 
The analysis reveals the rise and fall of Tamralipta 
port depends on the geographical location 
suitability and depends on geographical factors. 
The analysis is suitable or applicable for any other 
port in the world for sustainability of the port. 
Though in the modern time in different port 
drazing operation process prevails for improving 
the navigability of the port, unfortunately during 
historical time at Tamralipta port there was no 
drazing operation process. But it is true that 
artificial drazing operation process not helpful for 
long lasting of the port, because this process 
produces adverse impact on the export and import 
system and responsible for loss in the business. The 
best examples are found in the Kolkata and Haldia 
port. Haldia port are formed due to loss of 
navigability (due to siltation process) of Kolkata 
port and now authority found new place nearer to 
the Haldia port for port area and this port 
performed as a substitute port of Haldia port. 
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